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Sabre Foundation and Africa
1992 - 2007

As of the end of 2007, the Cambridge, MA-based Sabre Foundation has sent close to
2.5 million new books and CD-ROMs—with a fair market value in excess of $100
million—to Africa, with the educational materials selected and distributed by indigenous
NGO partner organizations. The books shipped were donated to Sabre by leading U.S.
publishers and covered a wide range of subjects and educational levels.

Beginning in 1992 with shipments to Kenya and Uganda, Sabre’s Book Donation
Program in Africa has sent educational materials to Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroon,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Malawi, Morocco, Namibia,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia.

Sabre also endeavors to assist indigenous publishing in Africa by purchasing African-
sourced books for distribution through Sabre’s partner organizations. In 2005/06, with
funding provided by UNESCO, Sabre purchased $20,000 worth of books published by
member presses of the African Book Collective, represented in the U.S. by Michigan
State University Press.

As part of its ongoing commitment to Africa, Sabre has also organized ICT (Information
and Communications Technologies) workshops in Ghana and Tanzania for its African
partner organizations. These workshops provided “hands-on” training and in-depth
discussion of topics such as best practices, publishing, and program evaluation.

Sabre Foundation’s Book Donation Program is characterized by the exceptional quality
of Sabre’s inventory and a network of knowledgeable, resourceful and motivated
partners in the field. Rather than trying to send as many books as possible, Sabre gives
its partners the opportunity to select books and CD-ROMs from detailed inventory
offering lists. Only titles and quantities requested by its partners are shipped by Sabre.
Sabre’s rule-of-thumb is that something which is of no value in the U.S. is usually equally
valueless overseas. In 2006, Sabre commissioned an external evaluation of its book
program, focusing on Sierra Leone and Indonesia. Key findings included not only the
high quality of the books sent, but also their importance to the development of education,
literacy and learning in the countries served.

Since 1986, Sabre has donated close to 8 million new books, CD-ROMs and other
educational materials, valued at more than $250 million, to over 80 countries worldwide.
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